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December 1, 2021 

 
Session Information 
At 4:11 p.m. on Wednesday, November 17, 2021, the House stands adjourned until Monday, December 13, 2021, at 
12:00 p.m., unless sooner recalled by the Speaker. 
At 2:00 p.m. on Wednesday, November 10, 2021, the Senate stands in recess until Monday, December 13, 2021, at 
1:00 p.m. unless sooner recalled by the President Pro Tempore.  
 
Upcoming Session Days 
House 
Dec. 13-15, Jan. 4 (NV), 10-12, 24-26, Feb. 7-9, March 21-23, 28-30, April 11-13, 25-27, May 23-25, June 7-9, 13-
15, 20-24, 27-30 
Senate 
Dec. 13-15, Jan. 4, 18, 19, 24-26, Feb. 7-9, March 28-30, April 4-6, 11-13, May 23-25, June 6-8, 13-15, 20-24, 27-30 
 
Upcoming Meetings/Hearings 
State Charter School Appeal Board December 7, 2021 – 1:00 p.m., Via Conference Call Board Meeting. For 
additional information: (717) 783-6945 
 
News and Updates 
 
Update on School Masking Order. Absent further legal action or court determination, the PA Department of Health 
Face Covering Order for K-12 schools will end on December 4. Nearly one week after a Commonwealth Court panel 
ruled against Acting State Health Secretary Alison Beam’s mask mandate in a 4-1 ruling, Judge Christine Fizzano 
Cannon issued a ruling on November 16, stating the face covering order must end on December 4, reversing the 
automatic stay triggered when Gov. Tom Wolf’s administration filed an appeal with the Pennsylvania Supreme Court 
on Nov. 10. The appeal is still pending before the State Supreme Court. Consequently, unless further legal action 
occurs before December 4, the Face Covering Order from the PA Department of Health will be lifted at that time. 
 
The SEL Priority. Helping students grow their social and emotional skills has become a big part of school 
counselors’ jobs, particularly given the impact of the pandemic on student mental health and behavioral issues. But 
it’s also time-consuming, difficult work, and counselors need more support and resources, according to a report 
released this week by ACT and the American School Counselors Association, based on a survey done last year of 
counselors and district officials. Nearly everyone agrees that social-emotional learning is both an important priority 
for schools and a part of counselors’ purview. The vast majority of school counselors surveyed—85 percent—
reported that they were “very interested” in incorporating SEL into their school counseling programs. Less than 3 
percent said they were only “a little interested” or “not interested at all.” Meanwhile, the majority of district 
leaders—72.5 percent—put developing students’ social-emotional skills on par with building their academic 
knowledge. Read the rest of the story:  “Teaching Social-Emotional Skills is Hard, Time-Consuming, and Necessary, 
Report Says”  (from Education Week, 11/12/21). 
 
Most Recent PA COVID Data. According to the PA Department of Health, as of Nov. 24, over 15.1 million eligible 
Pennsylvanians have received at least one COVID vaccination, with 68.8% of Pennsylvanians age 18 and older fully 
vaccinated. There were 7,569 additional positive cases of COVID-19 and 3,349 individuals hospitalized with 
COVID-19. Of that number, 763 patients were in the ICU. The trend in the 14-day moving average number of 
hospitalized patients has increased. Statewide percent positivity for the week of Nov. 12 – Nov. 18 stood at 11.7%. 
(Click here to see a county-by-county map showing vaccination rates across the nation as of Nov. 18.) 
 
School Funding Lawsuit. A lawsuit that could result in drastic changes to how Pennsylvania funds public  
education went to trial last Friday in a Harrisburg courtroom, seven years after a handful of the state’s districts first  
went to court to challenge a system they consider unfair. The case centers on spending disparities among  
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Pennsylvania’s 500 districts and the comparatively low percentage of K-12 education that is paid for by the state  
government — the plaintiffs say it is about 38%, compared to 47% nationally. Spending figures and test scores are  
among a dizzying array of statistics and studies expected as evidence. The trial could last well into January. Read  
the rest of the story: “School Districts’ Lawsuit over State Funding Heads to Trial” (from the Associated Press,  
11/12/21). 
 
Legislative Actions 
 
SB 224 Bartolotta, C. (R) 
Non-Resident Teacher Certification Reciprocity. Amends the Public School Code, in certification of teachers, 
repealing certificates issued by other states and providing for out of state applicants for certifications. Provides that 
candidates from other states seeking Pennsylvania certification must hold a valid and current instructional 
certification issued by another state or hold a valid certificate issued by the National Board for Professional Teaching 
Standards. Effective in 60 days. Third consideration and final passage in the Senate (48-0) Oct. 18, 2021. 
Referred to House Education Oct. 21, 2021. 
 
SB 247 Phillips-Hill, K. (F)  
Protecting the First Amendment Right to Freedom of Religious Expression. Amends the Public School Code, in 
professional employees, repealing provisions relating to religious garb, insignia, etc., prohibited and penalty. The bill 
repeals the provision that no teacher in any public school shall wear in said school or while engaged in the 
performance of their duty as such teacher any dress, mark, emblem or insignia indicating the fact that such teacher is 
a member or adherent of any religious order, sect or denomination. Effective in 60 days. Unanimously reported as 
committed from House Education Nov. 15, 2021.  
 
SB 324 Langerholc, W. (R) 
Fostering a Smooth Transition for Graduation. Amends the Public School Code, in pupils and attendance, 
providing for assisting students experiencing education instability. Adds a new section providing that beginning in 
the 2021-22 school year and each school year thereafter, a school entity receiving a student who has experienced 
education instability shall assign a point of contact to the student experiencing education instability who may be a 
third party; develop policies and procedures to apply full or partial credit for coursework that is satisfactorily 
completed at, and reflected in the student's records from, a prior school entity by a student that enrolls at the 
receiving school entity; not penalize a student for a school uniform or dress code violation related to a delay in 
obtaining a uniform; waive all fees that would otherwise be assessed against the student; and allow the student to 
participate in any school-sponsored or extracurricular activity for which the student meets placement and 
qualification requirements. Provides for the duties of the point of contact and for the Department of Education. 
Provides for consultation with a student's individualized education program and that the school shall comply with 
laws for a student with a disability. Effective immediately. Unanimously reported as committed from House 
Education Nov. 15, 2021. 
 
SB 471 Matriano, D. (R) 
Medical Freedom Act/COVID Vaccines. The bill would prohibit the Commonwealth or any political subdivision 
from mandating that an individual receive a vaccination; prohibit the Commonwealth or any political subdivision 
from enacting any rule, ordinance or order that would require it; and forbid the Commonwealth or any political 
subdivision from taking an action which would result in an individual being required to submit to a vaccination, 
including as a condition of employment, access to education, the ability to travel, entry to a public place or 
contracting with a State agency or political subdivision. In addition, a vaccination offered by the Commonwealth as 
part of a mass vaccination effort may only be provided to individuals who consent to receiving the vaccination, 
without coercion, after receiving full information of all known ingredients, risks and benefits prior to the vaccination. 
Employers would be prohibited from taking any adverse employment action against an individual who declines a 
vaccination, including, but not limited to, termination, suspension, involuntary reassignment, unpaid leave, demotion, 
harassment or coercion. If an employer violates the provisions of this paragraph, an aggrieved employee shall have 
the right apply for and receive unemployment benefits. Further, an individual may not be discriminated against, 
denied entrance, service, the ability to purchase goods or receive medical care or to participate for refusal to accept a 
vaccination, and a citizen may not be forced or coerced to sign a vaccination declination waiver that is condemning, 
self-incriminating or does not properly express the citizen's beliefs. Finally, if the Commonwealth or a political 
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subdivision, or an agent thereof, recommends an individual receive a vaccination, the official or entity shall provide 
notice that the recommendation is not mandatory in each oral or written statement made. Reported as amended 
from Senate Health and Human Services, Nov. 8, 2021. 
 
SB 482 Phillips-Hill, K. (F)(R)  
Strengthening State Government Cybersecurity and Consolidation of IT Services. Amends Title 71 (State 
Government), in boards and offices, establishing Chapter 43 for Information Technology; establishing the Office of 
Information Technology and the Information Technology Fund; establishing administrative procedures and 
procurement regarding information technology and for the Joint Cybersecurity Oversight Committee; imposing 
duties on the Office of Information Technology; and imposing penalties. The legislation establishes the Office of 
Information Technology (OIT) within the Governor's Office of Administration to oversee and achieve information 
technology consolidation. The legislation allows OIT to consolidate and oversee all IT systems and contracts within 
the executive branch and requires that each agency's chief IT employee work under OIT in their respective agency. 
The legislation further requires each agency to adopt new cybersecurity standards and establishes a committee on 
cybersecurity to be comprised of members of both chambers and their IT staff. Provides for the administration of the 
Pennsylvania Statewide Radio Network. The legislation establishes civil penalties for violation of the act. Effective 
immediately. Re-referred to Appropriations, Nov. 8, 2021. 
 
SB 527 Regan, M.  
Automatic Escalator for EITC/OSTC Scholarships. This amends the Public School Code, in educational tax 
credits, establishing automatic increases to the Education Improvement Tax Credit and Opportunity Scholarship Tax 
Credit caps each fiscal year when at least 90 percent of the respective available tax credits are claimed in the previous 
fiscal year. Provides that for the fiscal year 2020-21, the total amount of all tax credits approved for contributions 
from business firms to scholarship organizations, educational improvement organizations and pre-kindergarten 
scholarship organizations shall not exceed $185 million and that no less than $135 million or 73 percent, whichever 
is greater, shall be used to provide tax credits for contributions from business firms to scholarship organizations. 
Provides that no less than $37.5 million or 20 percent, whichever is greater, shall be used to provide tax credits for 
contributions from business firms to educational improvement organizations. Provides the total aggregate amount of 
all tax credits approved for contributions from business firms to pre-kindergarten scholarship organizations shall not 
exceed $12,500,000 or 7 percent, whichever is greater, in a fiscal year. Effective in 60 days.  The bill was passed 
over in Senate Education Committee Nov. 8, 2021.  
 
SB 565 Dush, C. (R) 
Concealed Carry. Repeals provisions relating to permits required for carrying a concealed weapon and instead 
provide citizens the ability to obtain an optional License to Carry a Firearm (LTCF) permit that is valid throughout 
Pennsylvania and would provide for carrying firearms in other states. Signed in Senate, Nov. 22, 2021. Signed in 
House, Nov. 17, 2021. Presented to the Governor, Nov. 22, 2021.  
 
SB 704 Baker, L. (R)  
Expanding the crime of institutional sexual assault. Amends Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses), in sexual offenses, 
establishing the offense of institutional sexual assault by a caretaker. Establishes the offense as a third-degree felony 
if the caretaker engages in sexual intercourse, deviate sexual intercourse or indecent contact with a care dependent 
person who receives care, services or treatment in or from a facility, private care residence or the care-dependent 
person's residence. Provides exceptions for incidences where the victim and defendant are spouses, persons living as 
spouses or current sexual or intimate partners whose relationship preexisted the caretaker relationship. Effective in 60 
days. Set on the Senate Calendar Nov. 22, 2021.   
 
SB 786 Aument, R. (R) 
Open Campus Expansion. Amends the Public School Code, in open campus initiatives, including charter schools, 
regional charter schools and cyber charter schools in the commonwealth's Open Campus Initiative. Effective in 60 
days. Effective in 60 days. Third consideration and final passage in the Senate (29-20), Oct. 19, 2021. Reported 
as amended from House Education along a party-line vote with all Democrats voting in the negative Nov. 15, 
2021. 
 
 

https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2021&sInd=0&body=S&type=B&bn=565
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SB 931 Martin, S. (R) 
Ensuring Access to and Properly Leveraging Critical Educational Assistance Programs. The bill would revise 
the current definition of household income for the EITC and OSTC programs to explicitly state that payments 
received from any governmental agency as a result of the pandemic cannot be included in calculating one’s 
household income when determining eligibility. In addition, the bill would revise the current definition of “school-
related fees” under the context of the EITC and OSTC programs to allow for the use of program dollars for dual 
enrollment courses. Reported as committed from Senate Education, Nov. 8, 2021 with all Democrats voting in 
the negative. Rereferred to Senate Appropriations Nov. 10, 2021.  
 
SB 932 Martin, S. (R)  
Educational Tax Credits. The bill would revise the current definition of household income to explicitly state that 
payments received from any governmental agency as a result of the pandemic cannot be included in calculating one’s 
household income when determining eligibility. In addition, the bill would revise the current definition of “school-
related fees” under the context of the EITC and OSTC programs to allow for the use of program dollars for dual 
enrollment courses. Reported as committed from Senate Education, Nov. 8, 2021, with all Democratic members 
voting in the negative Nov. 8, 2021. Rereferred to Senate Appropriations Nov. 10, 2021. 
 
SB 934 Dush, C. (F)(R)  
Displaying the Preamble of the Constitution of Pennsylvania in Schools. The Display of the Preamble of the 
Constitution of Pennsylvania Act requires the governing board of each school entity to display the Preamble of the 
Constitution of Pennsylvania at the entranceway of each school building. Provides the display shall take the form of, 
but is not limited to, a mounted plaque. Further provides the display may include artwork as the result of a school 
contest, which may be prominently displayed in each school building. Effective in 90 days. Reported as committed 
from Senate Education on a party-line vote with Democratic members voting in the negative, Nov. 8, 2021. Re-
referred to Appropriations, Nov. 9, 2021.  
 
SB 935 Martin, S. (R) 
School Posting. The bill would require the posting of the preamble to the Pennsylvania Constitution in the entrance 
of every school building where state funding is provided to the district or institution of higher education. Reported 
as committed from Senate Education, Nov. 8, 2021. Rereferred to Appropriations, Nov. 9, 2021. 
 
SB 937 Brooks, M. (R) 
COVID Vaccines. The bill would prohibit COVID-19 vaccine mandates for children and as a condition for entry 
into K-12 schools. Reported as committed from Senate Education Nov. 8, 2021 on a party-line vote with all 
Democratic members voting in the negative. 
 
HB 232 Mustello, M. (R) 
School District Names. The bill would allow a school board to change the school district’s name  
following a specific process. Removed from table, Nov. 15, 2021. 
 
HB 416 Quinn, C. (R) Now Act 84 
DOMinate Epilepsy - Seizure Recognition Legislation (Former HB1820). Amends the Public School Code, in 
school health services, providing that beginning with the 2021-22 school year and each year thereafter a school nurse 
may complete a Department of Health approved online course of instruction or in-person training for school nurses 
regarding management of a student with seizures that includes information about seizure recognition, a seizure action 
plan and related first aid. Further provides for training for school staff regarding seizure recognition and related first 
aid training. Provides that the department shall provide nonpublic schools with access to the approved online course 
or in-person training at no cost. The bill does not create a mandate and training is optional. Effective immediately. 
Signed in House, Nov. 9, 2021. Signed in Senate, Nov. 9, 2021. Presented to the Governor, Nov. 10, 2021. 
Approved by the Governor, Nov. 17, 2021 -- Act No. 84. 
 
HB 465 Boback, K. (R) 
Lead Contamination in Drinking Water in School Buildings. Amends the Public School Code, in grounds and 
buildings, repealing provisions relating to lead testing, and providing for testing and remediation of lead 
contamination. Effective immediately.  Passed over in House Education Committee Nov. 15, 2021. 

https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2021&sInd=0&body=S&type=B&bn=932
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2021&sInd=0&body=S&type=B&bn=934
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2021&sInd=0&body=S&type=B&bn=937


DCIU Legislative Update -5- December 1, 2021 

Submitted by Adriene Irving, Director, Legislative and Communications Services (Sources: PLS, PA General Assembly, 
Capitolwire, PASA, PSBA) 

HB 846 Diamond, R. (R) 
Eliminating Daylight Savings Time. An Act amending the act of April 13, 1887, entitled "An act for the 
establishment of a uniform standard of time throughout the Commonwealth," prohibiting the use of daylight saving 
time. It permanently places Pennsylvania on Eastern Standard Time and ends the outdated ritual of “springing 
forward and falling back.” Reported as committed from House State Government Comm. 15-9 on Nov. 8, 2021.  
 
HB 1041 Topper, J. (R)  
Homeschool Hybrid Educational Access Act. This amends the Public School Code, in pupils and attendance, 
providing that beginning with the 2021-22 school year the school district of residence shall permit a child who is 
enrolled in a home education program to participate in any cocurricular activity that merges extracurricular activities 
with a required academic class, including, but not limited to, band or orchestra, and must permit a child who is 
enrolled in a home education program to take up to four academic courses at a time pursuant to the policies and 
procedures of the school district of the residence on the same basis as other students enrolled in the school district, 
provided that the child meets certain established criteria. Provides that beginning with the 2021-22 school year, the 
school district of residence shall permit a home-schooled student to participate in a career and technical education 
program on the same basis as other students enrolled in the school district, provided that the child meets certain 
established criteria. Effective immediately. Third consideration and final passage, Nov. 8, 2021 (136-64). In the 
Senate, it was referred to Senate Education, Nov. 9, 2021.  
 
HB 1642 White, M. (R) 
Assisting Students in Economically Disadvantaged Schools. Amends the Public School Code, in educational tax 
credits, further providing for definitions of fiscal year and taxable year. Provides that effective July 1, 2020, a 
scholarship organization for economically disadvantaged schools must agree to distribute scholarships no later than 
February 1 of the applicable school year. Provides that business firms that intend to apply for tax credits for 
contributions for students attending economically disadvantaged schools shall make those contributions to 
scholarship organizations which shall be separately accounted for and distributed by the designated scholarship 
organization. Establishes that tax credits for each fiscal year shall not exceed $200,000 annually per business firm 
and that a business firm may receive tax credits in any fiscal year for combinations of tax credits as specified. 
Provides that limitations for maximum tax credits shall not apply for applications accepted from December 1 through 
the end of the fiscal year if all tax credits authorized under the article for contributions to scholarship organizations, 
opportunity scholarships organizations, or pre-kindergarten scholarship organizations have not been awarded as of 
November 30 of any fiscal year. Establishes that the limitations set forth shall be reinstated for all applications 
accepted by the department after June 30 of the fiscal year notwithstanding a temporary increase in maximum tax 
credits available. Provides that the total aggregate amount of tax credits approved for contributions from business 
firms to opportunity scholarship organizations shall not exceed $50 million. Provides for increases in the amount of 
the scholarship for students attending an economically disadvantaged school dependent upon the grade the student is 
attending. Establishes opportunity scholarships of a maximum amount of $8,500 for a student without a disability 
and $15,000 for a student with a disability. Provides that reporting information related to opportunity scholarships 
and economically disadvantaged schools shall be based upon the 2019-2020 school year for start-up fiscal year 2019-
2020. Establishes reporting requirements for recipients of scholarships. Effective in 60 days. Reported as 
committed from Senate Appropriations Nov. 9, 2021 (no floor action). 
 
HB 1660 Sonney, C. (R) 
Amending the Temporary Emergency Provision in the School Code. This amends the Public School Code, in 
duties and powers of the boards of school directors, limiting a school district's temporary emergency powers from 
four years to 60 days beginning with the 2021-22 school year and each school year thereafter when an emergency 
results in five consecutive days of being unable to provide in-person instruction. Requires a majority vote by the 
school board directors and a public hearing if an extension is necessary. The bill was amended to provide that for 
emergencies related to infectious diseases, closures will be limited to an additional 21 calendar days by majority vote. 
If the board wants to extend the temporary emergency, it will require one public hearing, another majority vote of the 
school board and an active state or local emergency declaration related to the infectious disease causing the school 
closure. Also adds a requirement that a description of how the school plans to educate students during the closure is 
written in the school implementation plan Effective in 60 days. Reported as amended from Senate Education 
along a party-line vote with Republican members voting in the affirmative Nov. 8, 2021. 
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HB 1829 Ecker, T. (R) 
Work Permits for Minors. Amends the Child Labor Act to permanently suspend the requirement for minors  
seeking a work permit to sign the permit in the presence of the issuing officer. This legislation would also allow for  
the issuing officer to conduct the examination portion of the application via video conferencing software. Approved 
by the Senate Labor & Industry Committee unanimously Nov. 10, 2021. 
 
HB 2013 Diamond, R. (R) 
Refusal of Medical Procedures. The bill is a joint resolution proposing a constitutional amendment that would add 
the following language as a new section to Article I of the constitution: “§ 30. Right to medical freedom. The right of 
an individual to refuse any medical procedure, treatment, injection, vaccine or prophylactic shall not be questioned or 
interfered with in any manner. Equality of rights under the law shall not be denied or abridged to any person in this 
Commonwealth because of the exercise of the right under this section.” Constitutional amendments require approval 
in two consecutive legislative sessions and then approval by the voters through a referendum. Approved by the 
House Health Committee, with all Democrats voting in opposition Nov. 16, 2021.  
 
HB 2045 Ortitay J. (R) 
Early Literacy Program. Amends the Public School Code adding a new section providing beginning with the 2021-
22 school year, the Department of Education shall conduct a program with school districts that volunteer to 
participate according to the implementation of professional development and applied practice in the science of 
reading as selected school district personnel provide in-class demonstration, modeling and coaching support to 
improve reading and literacy outcomes. Further provides for the duties of the department. Effective in 60 days. 
Reported as amended with Representatives Joseph Ciresi (D-Montgomery) and Mike Zabel (D-Delaware) 
joining Republicans in voting in the affirmative Nov. 15, 2021. Set on the House Tabled Calendar Dec. 13, 
2021.  
 
HB 2069 Cutler, B. (R) 
Approval of Regulations. This is a joint resolution proposing an amendment to section 9, Article III of the 
Constitution of Pennsylvania exempting the disapproval of a regulation by the General Assembly from the 
presentment requirement for the Governor's approval or disapproval. In essence, the bill would prohibit the 
Independent Regulatory Review Commission from approving a proposed regulation if the General Assembly 
opposes it. Constitutional amendments require approval in two consecutive legislative sessions and then approval by 
the voters through a referendum. Reported as committed from the House State Government Committee, with all 
Democrats voting in opposition Nov. 16, 2021.  
  
HB 2070 Cutler, B. (R) 
Restoring the Balance of Power in Executive Orders and Regulations. This is a joint resolution that would amend 
the PA Constitution by adding a new section stating that any executive order or proclamation issued by the Governor, 
which purports to have the force of law, may not be in effect for more than 21 days, unless extended by concurrent 
resolution of the General Assembly. Constitutional amendments require approval in two consecutive legislative 
sessions and then approval by the voters through a referendum. Reported as committed from House State 
Government Committee, with all Democrats voting in opposition, Nov. 16, 2021. 
 
HB 2077 Schemel, P. (R) 
Vaccine Exemptions. The bill provides exemptions to the COVID-19 vaccine mandate if certain conditions are met. 
Reported as committed from House Health Committee, with all Democrats voting in opposition, Nov. 16, 2021. 
 
HR 152 Brown, R. (R)  
Calling on Congress to Address the School Bus Driver Shortage. Resolution urging the Congress of the United 
States, the United States Department of Transportation and the governor of Pennsylvania to take action on the 
nationwide school bus driver shortage. Provides data on the subject and calls for action to address the subject. 
Adopted (152-48) Nov. 17, 2021.  
 
 
 
 

https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/bill_history.cfm?syear=2021&sind=0&body=H&type=B&bn=2013
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=2069
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=2070
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=h&type=b&bn=2077
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New Legislation 
 
HB 2063 Brooks, R. (R)  
Mandatory Free-Play Recess and Lunch Periods. Amends the Public School Code, in terms and courses of study, 
providing for free-play recess and lunch periods. The bill adds a section requiring school districts to provide 30 
minutes of free-play recess and 30 minutes of lunch for each student in grades K-12 and stipulates that recess or 
lunch cannot be replaced unless requested by the student and that recess or lunch time will not be withheld as 
punishment. This does not prohibit school staff from denying recess to a student on the advice of a medical 
professional or school nurse or according to the provisions of the student's individualized education program. Free-
play recess is defined as the period in a school day besides lunch in which a student is given a break from classroom 
instruction and can engage in physical activity or social interaction with peers, or in the case of secondary education, 
to engage in study. Effective on July 1, 2022. Introduced and referred to House Education Nov. 9, 2021. 
 
HB 2074 Struzzi, J. (R)  
Helping Local Broadcasters by Keeping Sports Coverage Fair. Amends the public school code, in duties and 
powers of boards and school directors, providing visiting teams the same rights to provide radio broadcasting, video 
streaming, and telegraphic play-by-play accounts as the home team for a school entity if the visiting team has a valid 
agreement with the home team or the visiting team has a curricular program for secondary school students that 
typically provides any such services for the visiting team's home games. Applicable to the 2021-2022 school year. 
Effective immediately. Introduced and referred to House Education Nov. 10, 2021. 
 
HB 2083 Webster, J. (D) 
Temporarily Raising Maximum School Age Due to COVID-19. Amends the Public School Code adding language 
allowing the secretary of education, through the 2035-36 school year, to permit a student who meets certain 
conditions to attend a school entity through the school year in which the student reaches 22 years of age. The 
conditions include: the student has not graduated from high school; the student has an active Individualized 
Education Program (IEP) at any point during the school year in which the student turned 21 years of age; and the 
student has been continuously enrolled in a school entity since the 2020-21 school year. Requires a school entity to 
enroll a student if the secretary provides permission and requires the department to develop a standard election form 
for a parent or guardian to elect to enroll the student. Effective immediately. Introduced and referred to House 
Education Nov. 16, 2021. 
 
HB 2084 Lawrence, J. (R)  
School Board Director Personal Liability - Casting Votes at a School Board Meeting. Amends the Public School 
Code adding a new section providing a member of a board of school directors of a school district shall not be 
personally liable for civil damages on account of any injury to a person or property caused by a vote or debate 
preceding a vote by the member which is within the scope of the member's office. Further provides that nothing in 
this paragraph shall be construed to protect that person from suit or liability for any damage, loss, injury or liability 
caused by the intentional, willful or wanton misconduct of that person. Also provides the new section shall not be 
construed to affect the applicability of an existing statutory or common law privilege or immunity. Effective in 60 
days. Introduced and referred to House Education Nov. 16, 2021. 
 
HB 2093 Mustello, M. (R)  
Transparency in Voting for School Board Directors. Amends the Pennsylvania Election Code, in nomination of 
candidates, further providing for affidavits of candidates; and replacing references to "justice of the peace" with 
"magisterial district judge." Effective in 60 days. Introduced and referred to House State Government Nov. 17, 
2021. 
 
HB 2102 Shusterman, M. (D) 
Free School Media Act. Amends the Public School Code, providing for free school media. The bill would allow 
school districts to implement policies to place administrative review in the hands of student editors to help ensure 
journalistic integrity. In addition to protecting students, it would also provide protections for journalism teachers and 
advisors. Introduced and referred to House Education Nov. 23, 2021. 
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HR 156 Merski, R. (D) 
Early Retirement Study. Resolution directing the Legislative Budget and Finance Committee to conduct a cost 
analysis study of an early retirement proposal for members of the State Employees' Retirement System and the Public 
School Employees' Retirement System. Introduced and referred to House State Government Nov. 17, 2021. 
 
Cosponsor Memos 
HCO2491 Cruz, Angel(D) (Philadelphia) Requires handwriting instruction in kindergarten through fifth grade.  
SCO1274 Mastriano, Doug(R) (Franklin) Enumerates the rights of parents and legal guardians to direct the 
upbringing, education and health care of their child.  
HCO2494 Wentling, Parke(R) (Mercer) Provides an exclusion from the state Personal Income Tax for any student 
loan principal or interest canceled through the Public Student Loan Forgiveness (PSLF) program 
SCO1288 Santarsiero, Steven (F)(D) (Bucks) Requires schools to provide educational information on eating 
disorders to parents with children in 6th-12th grades 
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